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Clarke dance team to 
compete in Hip Hop 
dance competition. 
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Celebrate Christmas with a 
few unconventional films 
about the holiday season. 


students try out homelessness 


lacey reynolds 
opinion editor 


n Friday, Nov. 14, Clarke 

students bravely bundled 

up in their. warmest 
clothes and gathered as many blan- 
kets as they could carry in hopes 
of staying warm in their cardboard 
boxes. Twelve students slept out 
on the Atrium lawn through the 
cold night to better understand 
what it is like to be homeless in the 
winter. The simulation “sleep out” 
was organized by the Clarke Social 
Work Club, Campus Ministry, Re- 
spect Life and the Art Club to raise 
awareness about homelessness. 

Molly Williams, sophomore social 
work and psychology major, and 
Jessi Crain, junior physical educa- 
tion and sports management ma- 
jor, were two of the organizers of 
the simulation. Jessi said she par- 
ticipated in a similar homeless sim- 
ulation in high school and thought 
it would be a good idea to bring the 
project to Clarke. 

The Social Work Club was origi- 
nally going to participate in the 
Dubuque-wide sleep out, but the 
group thought it would be bet- 
ter to do the simulation at Clarke 
so the project could hit closer to 
home with the students here. 

Both Jessi and Molly believe 
the night went well overall. “We 
had more than expected attend,” 
said Molly. “And with there be- 
ing a basketball game that night, I 
think we got our point across and 


brought awareness to 
everyone.” 

As part of the simu- 
lation, participating 
students were given 
a chance to weather- 
ize cardboard box 
“homes.” They were 
given garbage bags and 
newspaper to keep out 
weather elements for | 
the night, and Clarke f 
permitted the students 
to have a small fire pit. 

Emmy Esser, senior 
athletic training and 
physical therapy ma- 
jor, chose to adorn the 
exterior of her box 
with the garbage bags 
to help protect it from 
the wind and rain. For 
the inside she crinkled 
up newspaper to insu- 
late it better. “I tried 
to be practical and realistic,” she 
said. , 

The cottage-like box home of 
Andy Bishop, sophomore _ sec- 
ondary education major, was a 
favorite among the participants. 
“f was playing pool in the Bean 
Scene when I saw a rather large 
cardboard tube sitting next to the 
garbage can,” Andy said. “I imme- 
diately thought, ‘CHIMNEY’ and 
decided to make a box cottage.” 

Despite the visual appeal of An- 


An steam pipe lies exposed on the front lawn of Eliza Kelly Hall. The 
cause of the problem is unknown and has been under investigation for 


several weeks. 


Students gather around a fire during the homeless simulation. Students slept in 
cardboard boxes on the Atrium lawn. 


dy’s chimney, he eventually realized 
that there is a reason homeless peo- 
ple do not add chimneys to their 
boxes. After awhile Andy closed 
the chimney because it was causing 
a draft to enter his “home.” 

The weather played a significant 
role in the homeless simulation. 
“It was expected to snow so every- 
one was concerned about the wind 
and keeping the boxes from get- 
ting wet,” Molly said. “We wanted 
to keep it as real as possible with a 
limited number of resources since 


first coat ever, 


ding,” 


International students. 
brave the cold 


phillip flores : 
staff writer Ss 


re all know that winter here in Iowa is very bitter, right? Ac: : 

\ 4 } tually no, we :do.not all know. At Clarke we have 17 inter 
national stidents: this semester coming from 10 diesen 

countries. So: being: new to this country, most of them really have. 
idea what to expect inthe winter ‘months ahead- 
- Freshman’ Josh: Lister comes from a’ place where the sun is 1 
shining and it never drops below. 50 degrees. As:we prepare: for 
cold, Lister who is from Australia,. said this. time of year it is bet V 
100-120 degrees and humid where he'lives. He also just a 


“Tam used to wearing vehicle but board shorts, 4 caehics and s 
dals year round,” said Josh “but now I have to go out wearing: six 
seven layers of clothing to keep warm going to the SAC” 

On the other hand, George Reed and Peter Bayliss’are both ff 
London, England. They say temperatures'drop hetween 25-40 degr 
and it may snow two: to three. times 2 year, but.it usually just 
They both seemed to come to the conclusion that they were 
poing to layer up or stay indoors this winter. 

“Tam looking forward to the snow but not the ‘cold,” said said 
Peter agreed and said, “I cannot wait to go seerboerting and. 


Maria Vilar from Venezuela said she also wants to do winter activ 
like skiing, snowboarding and sledding this winter, : 
; itt will be only the second time T have seen'snow, but:h bceiely 

summer to corneal said Maria. 


photo by matt adams 


many homeless people have so 
much less than what we provided. 
I think the members gor the feel 
of what it was like to worry about 
their box knowing they couldn’t 
get another.” 

Andy said he thinks he better un- 
derstands how cold it gets at night 
after this experience and that un- 
derstanding that has helped him to 
see what a homeless person has to 
go through. 
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Gampus LIFE 


dance team kicks it into high geq; 


at the Cascade, Bellevue and Beckma 
Schools in February. In the future Pi, 
hopes to keep going to the Deg ee 
competition and even reach di : ing 
competition at the Mall of Americ, Bley 
neapolis. 

“Before the freshmen are scniozs 
be possible,” said Wieres. 

Dalsing said, “I expect that our foun te 
forms its routine the best it has rie i ) 


ing t : to do 
tinuing something that I have loved 
said team captain Rebecca 


we 


my whole life,” 
Harman, senior biology major. 

Becca Bahl, sophomore business/Spanish 
major, said, “I hope to do well at the compe- 
tition. We have been working very hard and 
int to show the rest of the state what we 


ca 


in \b £ of?” 


& 


We 
I can bring to the table.” 

Julie Weires and Alyssa Dalsing are the co- 
coaches of the team this year. They are off 
to a good start and love to see the team per- 
} forming in front of a crowd. 


+H coh 


performed. If they give their all, there 
anything more we can ask of them” 
“Our goal is to promote school spirit and “My favorite moment is any time We voit 
expand into more technique,” said Weires. learning a new routine and the girls bid 
“We have a great freshmen class who have perfectly for the first time,” said Dalsing 4 
danced previously, and a group of upper- is awesome to see the hard work that J 
classmen with a wide range of experience myself and the girls have put in and se 


! 
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f 
; ” p econ pe ca ' 
| who work hard” pay off. yb a gos of sso sf fin 
The team attended a technique clinic and Look for new things this year during jot co gs 0! it ha’ 
learned how to do turns, leaps and body games at Clarke such as promotional posi io nih Cha side oy 
lege D. T work. A routine that Brandee Huston, Molly and possible raffles during half-time, pei Bo 1 Jn this excit- 20 
ee ee McCormick and Rachelle Smith put togeth- The spirit squad is looking forward to, jon 10" o 


use Les O11 
e pana Re crusader 5 can 


pos i e Caped oman 
“We will be performing at all of the hat! agit" " pengt and Cat 


times of the conference games next semg| ihe oi’ ’ 
sinh ca ; poset 
ter and we will still be there cheering ont sho 0 most? 


er has illusions, a “fish flop” and multiple | men’s and women’s basketball seasons, 


hile Clarke has had a spirit team in the Hip Hop division with Central College types of turns and leaps 
\ \ / for many years, this year the team and William Penn. Ten dancers will be on “Last year there were a few double turns 


is kicking itup a not i the competition team. ; 
is kicking it up a notch and will be P and one or two leaps, but nothing that com- 


ing i : ition i ss it to be a cha be involved : oate ‘ hee . of 
cngcting ng compen nD “fund ew Beate we mwohel ST tt ua es” am fra ge Re | oa 

pues geaen. viet Se Penng : P eee. The squad will be performing exhibitions pgs whe! iat 
the peop} 


Homeless simulation 


continued from page 1 
“Even though I had blankets and 


International 
students » 


continued from page 1 


«| 
tion off the stereotypical image of bs 


Peter, Edgar from. Northern’ Ireland 
said that the weather here is similar 
to home with-few-snow showers but 
it is not as cold. They have a longer 
rainy season than they do cold winter 
months where it drops to around 48 
degrees. 

“T like the. climate here overall but 
the extremes are’a litde unbearable,” 
said Peter. “The heat is okay until the 
humidity comes, it gets kind of hard 
to play sports.” 

The Clarke staff held an Internation- 
al Student meeting in the beginning of 
the year. Peter said they informed the 
internationals that it gets quite cold, 
and to prepare for severe temperature 
drops in December and January. 

For break, Peter Edgar is planning 
on going to Texas to help with the re- 
covery of Hurricane Ike. He is also 
waiting to hear from a few other orga- 
nizations, he may be able to join and 
volunteer for, to escape the cold. 


justin curry 
extras editor 


‘Chris says tha 


pus 


s our semester comes to an end, many students have a lot on 
their minds: the holiday season, deciding what things to bring 
home, and of course, the dreaded finals. One group of Clarke 
Psmudents has decided to take another route. Fifteen students will be 
| caroling around our campus during the last week of classes. 

| Chris Kruse, senior computer science major and music minor, 
ganized the group of students and their selection of music. “Since 
“the semester ends so early this year, there isn’t really much time to get 
the Christmas spirit, and so the caroling group is aiming to,” he 
“Generally we are caroling just to spread cheer.” 

The group will be caroling around the Atrium, the SAC, and possibly 
‘outside the cafeteria. “The idea to carol came about when I was 
hanging out with a couple of friends and we were randomly singing 
sina lounge, and I posed the idea to them” said Chris, ee 


in coalidon with the Clarke Math Club. 
t should you encounter the carolers, you shouldn't be 


“Anyone who feels like celebrating 


multiple layers on, the wind still 
managed to penetrate some of the 
small gaps in the cardboard and 
make my blankets cold,” Andy said. 
“J remember waking up to the wind 
whistling and a really cold tempera- 
ture and not being able to fall asleep 
for close to half an hour. It was re- 
ally difficult to get comfortable in 
a box on the ground, regardless of 
how many times I’ve slept outside 
before.” 

Jessi also found sleeping outside 
to be a challenge, but did her best 
to turn that challenge into a learn- 
ing experience. “I gained a new 
appreciation for shelter, such as my 
dorm room,” she said. “I kept re- 
flecting on the fact that I could go 


inside in the morning and go back to sleep in 
my bed, but a homeless person would not have 


that luxury.” 


Some people got so cold that they wanted to 
sleep with other people. “One of our rules 


[ere we come a-caroling ~ 


the most that they _ 
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Clarke students made their own “homes” to sleep in for the homeless 
simulation on the Atrium front lawn. 


was that there could only be one person to a 
box,” Molly said. “We figured homeless people 


wanted to keep it real.” 


organizers of the simulation based the simula- 


these wonderful box houses. Homeless pr _ 
would be very possessive of their items and we _ Pile don’t always have those same hui eae 
I think it was as close as students caf oF fh, 

Molly also said that in “keeping it real,” the without actually being homeless.” 


a homeless person would sleep. 
know there are alot of aspects thar, 
couldn’t cover due to the ‘fact’ thay; 
were limited on time and knowleds) 
she said. “But the Social Work Ct! 
served a meal right before the sp) 
out so those who participated int 


jf 0 Crismas we ate forced to endure 


got to meet real homeless people at shoal ad hutch choirs featurifag: 

others in need. That experience prt ; “only ¢ enged child a8 Precoc 
: mer: ns oF “AN | ens 

ably enhanced the experience of ti, i” 


sleep out.” a 

Andy and Emmy agreed with Me ‘ 
ly that there were some parts of ti 
simulation that were not entirely rel 
tic. “We had more supplies than me 
homeless people do,” Emmy said 

“We had multiple layered clo "| Tk 
and blankets or sleeping bags,” Ast 4 “Bay, 
added. “We also had time to cons") 
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aaron rhomberg 
sports editor 
very Christmas, movies that 
show the warm, loving tra- 
dition of the holidays are 
regularly televised. Then there are 


me movies that involve the sca- 
; sol 


con, but offer 2 view that is not en- 
countered as often. 7 - 
Films such as “A Christmas Story: 
«Miracle on 34th Street,” “A Won- 
erful Life,” and “How the Grinch 
“Stole Christmas” are shown through- 
out Christmas day. However, secing 
the same movies year after year can 


‘become boring, so here are some 


ag Fay Say options thar can add more excite- 
7 wv Ry 8 he day. 
cng “Pe, ment to the day. 


Te 8 in “Die Hard,” and “Die Hard 2,” 
Sn... the hero cop John McClain tries to 

thwart terrorist plots of greed and destruc- 
tion while trying to make it out safe so he can 


ata 


B he Uke, i ” A cit. 
wt Peta 5 a holidays is “Batman Returns.” In this excit 
BOR tt ing action film, the Caped Crusader takes on 


“S82 who try to set up the Dark Knight in order 
Stag to gain control of Gotham City. The film 
begins when the Penguin sends his army to 
‘terrorize the people of Gotham during their 


ek SR Nye 


oparoheataamims eTOWS up, he witnesses an 


annual lighting of the Christmas tree. 

For those who want a good laugh, there are 
two titles that stand out. The first is “Grem- 
lins.” The 1984 hit about creatures wreaking 
havoc in a small town is full of dark humor 
over the course of the Christmas season. In 
2003, a comedy involving Santa Claus be- 
came a cult success. “Bad Santa” stars Billy 
Bob Thornton, John Ritter and Bernie Mac. 
It is the story of a Santa who works for a 
mall during the holidays to gain access after 
closing time to rob the mall. Along the way, 


La ARTS Ercomen 


. Unconventional Christmas classics 


ie Mtecy he befriends a kid who is that make Christmas wonderful, these alter- 


being -bullied and gains a native films offer a counter programming 


new outlook on life. While 
funny,.the film does con- 
' tain language and humor 
that may not be appropri- 
ate for everyone. 

. Then there are two Christ- 
mas movies that instead of 
bringing joy and happiness 
bring terror and death. “Si- 
lent Night Deadly Night” 
is a story about a boy who 
has a traumatic experience 
involving Santa. When he 


option and bring action, humor, and terror 
to a season that is regarded as peaceful and 
happy. They help bring a new level of excite- 
ment that most people can enjoy throughout 
the season. 
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act that drives him insane 
and secks out those in the 
town whom he deems as naughty. Upon its 
release, the film created controversy among 
parents for being too violent and portraying 
Santa as a murderer, 

“Black Christmas” tells the tale of soror- 
ity sisters who are staying at their residence 
on Christmas during a snow storm. One-by- 
one they are being stalked by a serial killer in 
the house. The killer’s identity in the original 
movie is never revealed. 

While most people enjoy the many classics 


isch 
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‘oot w4 Unfortunately, the desire for teeth for the 
pe holidays is only applicable to young children 
<p” and hillbillies, The rest of us are a bit more 
a 1, Superficial in our Christmas desires. 

eas , Through my extensive research, conduct- 
‘ ¢d over at least twenty minutes, I have de- 


*s and other gadgets that our grand- 
Parents could never have dreamed of when 
“Y Were our age no matter how many hal- 
oe gens they may have ingested, are what 
We kids want these days. 
et oe games have been the hot tick- 
will a toy young people for the past few years, and 2008 
ers "G no different, With the recent release of blockbust- 
3p Sars of War 2,” “Fallout 3,” “Fable 2,” “Call of Duty 
Uae many others, vicariously living out latent homicidal 
| bilit ee 4gainst soulless digital enemies is a cheap posst- 
re we) have to admit, paying $60 to single-handedly wipe 
Bang onan Scourge is more cost-effective than a drawn-out 
wi T. 


a) 

4, tem i) Nintendo's Wii, video games are becoming 
zh f Or es to demographics that have not been spe- 
4 di mut ‘argeted in the past. Nintendo's follow up to ue 
that; ¥ received “Gamecube” uses innovative Go. 
vide PG Addition to allowing previously unheard of levels o 
7 same interaction, let the entire family jump around like 
are caffeinated rabbits with Tourette's syndrome. There 
andic things more entertaining than watching Grandma 
broke hi Ba square off ina round of Wii boxing. et 
its eats just waiting to happen. More than two years al : 
» the Wii is still difficult to find in stores, particu 
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All | want for Christmas... 


cbenjacobson _ 
“staff writer * 


larly around the holidays. °. 
Ray Bradbury, in “Fahrenheit-451 7? talked of walls in 


‘ houses that functioned much like‘televisions, allowing pas- 


sive individuals to lead a voyeuristic life; almost devoid of 
human interaction. Thanks to advances in technology, that 
glorious possibility is fast becoming reality. Huge plasma- 
screen “I'Vs,.are becoming 
bigger, cheaper and more 
readily ‘available. The aver- 
age cost of: a plasma TV is 
about $2500. This price in- 
cludes TVs from the 13-inch 
. models all the way up to the 
divine 72-inch screens. Plus, 
with after-Thanksgiving sales 
still going, it is quite possible 
to pick up a 32-inch televi- 
sion for under $400. There is 
really nothing quite as satisfy- 
ing as parking yourself on the 
couch with a cold beverage 
on a Sunday night and watch- 
ing nearly life-size football 
players beat each other up in high definition. 

Cell phones are also a hot item this holiday season. Thanks 
to the new advances in technology, we now have many por- 
table communication devices that allow you to do everything 
from calling your mother on her birthday to refinancing your 
home loan. I remember back when the only phones we had 
were attached to 3-foot-long cords firmly embedded in walls. 
If you wanted to make a phone call when you were away 
from home, you had to punch in a 20-digit number off of 
the back of a phone card that cost $40 for five minutes of 
talk time. Nowadays, cellular telephones can text message, 
surf the internet, check your blood pressure and babysit your 
children. 

The Blackberry Storm will be a particularly hot cell phone 
this winter because it is the first Blackberry to use touch- 
screen technology which is becoming the hottest trend since 
Beanie Babies, With a $200' price tag. when coupled with a 
contract, the Storm is sure to be an immiensely popular gift 
come Dec. 25. 


Though the economy is quickly 
being destroyed, it is unlikely that 
~ Christmas will 
be cancelled. 
Though we 
may have to 
settle for the 50-inch TV instead of the 
72-inch TY, or the smaller box of rat poi- 
son instead of the family size box, our 
capitalist society will prevail. 
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a : : “One year I got a travel checkers game 
: took me and m' i any i 
Pe seins wei wi ce y amily to the Grand Canyon because my mom thinks they’re a lot of fun.” 
a se, senior business management and we were snowed in for two days.” --Dan Spain, senior kinesiology major ! 
. . . . $8 . % : ? 7 ig 
major --Mike Schermer, junior business administration 


What’s the worst Christmas gift you have rec 


ea as ony 3 , 


“There is no such thing as a bad Christmas “One year as a Christmas gift my parents 


What is the last 
movie you saw? 


What CD are you 
listening to right 


What book is on 
your nightstand? 


now? ; 
i , gh 
Steve Guida “All Hope “Forgetting a ‘ 
na Se Is Gone” Textbooks Sarah Marshall” galt 
and secondary : 3s 
education major by Slipknot 7 oe 
9? : ¢ 
: “Exploring The “Echoes of ec wos 
ee Tributaries” Earth” “WALL-E” “House M.D» at aod | 
sciene major by Vibrasphere | by Sean Williams ‘de 


“Pineapple 


Spencer Tylin 
Express” 


senior communication 


“Wrigleyworld” 
by Kevin Kaduk 


“Madeline” by 
Tickle Me Pink 


“South Park” 
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dave tucker 
_a &e editor 


clarke courier 


‘Ls ‘+ Winter break yet P 


